In the title compound, C 15 H 9 ClINO 2 , which possesses anticonvulsant activity, the iodoindoline ring system is essentially planar (maximum deviation 1.245 Å ) and is oriented with respect to the 3-chlorobenzyl ring at a dihedral angle of 76.59 (3) . In the crystal, there is acontact between iodoindoline ring systems [centroid-centroid distance = 3.8188 (4) Å ].
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Since no common target site has yet been established, X-ray analysis was undertaken to search structural information which may help in the understanding of the mechanism of action at the molecular level.
In the title compound ( Fig. 1 ), the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) (5) Å] bond is slightly shorter but closely similar to the values found in other indoline nuclei (Itai et al., 1978; De & Kitagawa, 1991a,b; De, 1992) . The lone pair of electrons on N1 atom is involved in conjugation with the carbonyl group. This is also indicated by the slight lengthening of the C1=O1 [1.208 (5) Å] bond and the concomitant shortening of the N1-C1 [1.364 (5) Å] and N1-C8 [1.407 (5) Å] single bonds (Codding et al., 1984) .
In the crystal structure, the π-π contact between the iodoindoline rings, Cg2-Cg2 i [symmetry code: (i) 1 -x, -y, -z, where Cg2 is centroid of the ring B (C3-C8)] may stabilize the structure, with centroid-centroid distance of 3.8188 (4) Å.
Experimental
A mixture of 5-iodoisatin (1.8 g, 10 mmol) and 3-chlorobenzyl chloride (1.6 g, 10 mmol) was refluxed in DMF (50 ml) in the precense of potassium carbonate for 6 h. DMF was removed from the reaction mixture by distillation. Ice cold water (20 ml) was added and the reaction mixture was extracted with dichloromethane (3 × 20 ml). The extract was dried and evaporated to yield the crude solid, which was recrystallized from methanol (yield; 74%; m.p. 411-412 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å for aromatic and methylene H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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